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A little about your storyteller.



A Visual Resume



Stories, Stories, Stories



What is 
data storytelling?











Data Storytelling is…

• A visualization (that’s data viz)
• A collection of charts an graphs (again, data viz)
• A technical skill (nope, still data viz)
• A one size fits all approach that relies on best practices (nope, viz)
• A collection of facts (still data viz)
• The results of analysis (and nope)



Data Storytelling, THEN, is…

• A narrative approach to encode information in a way our brains 
inherently respond to

• Puts data into context
• Aims to inspire or influence
• Uses data as a foundation, but presents the insight
• Considers an audience’s needs



How data stories activate the 
brain.











The human brain can 
remember 
approximately 10,000 
visuals with an 83% 
recollection rate.



Data Storytelling is a translation 
process.





Telling data stories is about going beyond the 
basics to find the story.

Can be a bit more general and a bit less specific, 
but engaging and memorable, and of course, 

correct.



















Five steps to become a better 
data storyteller.



Find Data That Supports Your Story



Layer Information for Understanding

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/02/27/education/harvard-tenure-pipeline.html


Design to Reveal

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/12/20/health/a-racial-gap-in-breast-cancer-deaths.html?_r=0


Beware the False Reveal



Tell It Fast

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/03/us/how-mass-shooters-got-their-guns.html


Practice your skills with the right 
tools for the job.







Sign up for Tableau Public (free):
https://public.tableau.com/app/discover 

Training (free):
https://trailhead.salesforce.com/users/lindyryan/trailmixes/d

ata-storytelling-trailmix 

Contact:
Lindy.Ryan@Rutgers.edu 
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