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Webinar 
Objectives

• Define Assets and Asset 
Mapping

• Outline strategies to map 
assets in your community

• Describe potential benefits 
and uses of community 
asset maps

• Real-life example 



What are community assets?

Assets are the things that are important 
to members of your community

They can be people, things, services, 
resources, and connections

Important to highlight, sustain, and build 
upon these assets



Identifying assets is important to 
community work

2/27/2026
              

4

• Residents are more likely to feel 
included when their community is 
accessible

Inclusivity

• Grant teams = Connectors
• Residents who are well-known, trusted, 

and tend to have a very large network 
in their community.

Making 
Connections 



Types of Assets

Tangible

Intangible



Asset 
Wheel

Categories of Assets



More about the six categories of 
assets :

6. Culture and 
Stories Local stories, history, cultures, and traditions

5. Economy and 
Exchange Spaces of exchange, barter, business 

4. Physical Space Physical assets such as parks, lakes, etc.

3. Institutions Organizations of paid staff (businesses, nonprofits, government) 

2. Associations Small, voluntary groups led by residents (Rotary, faith-based orgs, etc.)

1.Individual Gifts and 
Talents The gifts, skills, and talents of neighbors 

Source: https://coast.noaa.gov/data/digitalcoast/pdf/met-activities-community.pdf



What is an Asset Map?

• An asset map is a visual tool or inventory 

that identifies and locates a community’s 

existing strengths, resources, and 

connections

• Shifts focus from needs  assets 

• Contributes to a foundation for 

development, planning, and problem-solving 

by revealing what's already there to 

leverage for goals



PURPOSE OF ASSET MAPPING

1. Reveal or uncover the strengths of a 
community, especially its residents. 

2. Develop a sense of empowerment and 
community pride among participants.
• It is rare that participants in this process will 

not say something like, “I felt so proud to live 
here. I’m overwhelmed with opportunity and 
possibility.”

3. Provide real data for people to imagine 
the action that they can take as a 
community.  

4. Guide future relationship building that can 
further discover and connect assets, 
creating even more community power.
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Four essential reasons to invest time and resources in engaging community 
members to map local assets: 



What does an asset map look 
like?
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REAL MAP A CHART OR 
WHEEL

LIST OF 
ASSETS



Actual map
markers, pens, pins
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Online ‘actual map’



Online Mapping Tools

• Google My Maps
o Via Google.com

• NJ Community Asset Map

• The Age-Friendly Counties of 
New Jersey Pilot Mapping 
Project 

• Multiple other sources on the 
internet with NJ data 

Potential issues with internet-based 
data sources:

• Are they 'local enough'? 

• Are they current? 

https://www.google.com/maps/
https://www.google.com/maps/
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=96ec274c50a34890b23263f101e4ad9b
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=96ec274c50a34890b23263f101e4ad9b
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/
https://agefriendlymapping.rutgers.edu/


Printed Copy: Paper & Pencil

Specific project: 

AARP Community 
Garden
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An Outline
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Excel/Google sheet
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Source: Allamuchy School District

https://www.aes.k12.nj.us/our-district/sustainable-schools-for-new-jersey/community-asset-map
https://www.aes.k12.nj.us/our-district/sustainable-schools-for-new-jersey/community-asset-map


Who
should 
create
an
asset 
map?

Resident stakeholders

Grant initiative/leadership 
team, local agencies, volunteers 
or combination of these groups 

Hosted as multiple small group 
meetings or town hall type 
session (with breakout groups) 



Framework for agency-led asset 
mapping: Toolkit



Potential steps for leading an asset 
mapping event

6 groups
 Assign 
each group 
an asset 
category

5-6 
minutes

List 
community 
assets in 
assigned 
category

Rotate 
groups

Report 
back

Each 
group read 
assets in 
their 
category

Ask for 
reactions
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Community 
Workshop
• Collect 

environmental 
data on 
walkability of 
Garfield

• Identify assets 
before making 
change
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Include as part of overall workplan 

A way to address needs identified in 
surveys, focus groups and/or interviews

Share as part of your report back and 
action plan for future work

Using an Asset Map Strategically



Maintaining 
the 

Asset Map
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Ideas for where an asset 
map can live:

Senior 
council

Community 
leadership

Age-
friendly 
initiative

This is an iterative 
process:  communities and 

resources change over 
time



Example/Mini Walk-through

• Google My Maps

• AF community mapping
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https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/1/edit?mid=1tfSXATfHpfc_sLF6NVDSa4v4NR84Z40&userstoinvite=shannond.lyons18%40gmail.com&sharingaction=manageaccess&role=writer&ll=40.93951784830104%2C-74.12559208745466&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/1/edit?mid=1tfSXATfHpfc_sLF6NVDSa4v4NR84Z40&userstoinvite=shannond.lyons18%40gmail.com&sharingaction=manageaccess&role=writer&ll=40.93951784830104%2C-74.12559208745466&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/1/edit?mid=155IR8HEwYuzyeG81Il3wvunuiShC68g&ll=40.86381548748693%2C-73.9910865455847&z=15
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/1/edit?mid=155IR8HEwYuzyeG81Il3wvunuiShC68g&ll=40.86381548748693%2C-73.9910865455847&z=15


Thank 
you!

Questions?
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Sources/Links

• Agency-led asset mapping workshop: 
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-
mapping-community.pdf

• Participatory Asset Mapping: 
https://communityscience.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/AssetMappingToolkit.pdf (2012)

• https://www.google.com/maps/ (create google account or 
login)

• NJ Community Asset Map 
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=96
ec274c50a34890b23263f101e4ad9b
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https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-mapping-community.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-mapping-community.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-mapping-community.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-mapping-community.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-mapping-community.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-mapping-community.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-mapping-community.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-mapping-community.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/sites/default/files/2022-07/tool-asset-mapping-community.pdf
https://communityscience.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AssetMappingToolkit.pdf
https://communityscience.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AssetMappingToolkit.pdf
https://communityscience.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/AssetMappingToolkit.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/
https://www.google.com/maps/
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=96ec274c50a34890b23263f101e4ad9b
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=96ec274c50a34890b23263f101e4ad9b


Detailed Steps for agency-led event
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1. Divide everyone into six groups and assign each group an asset category. Propose silent time to allow everyone the 
opportunity to think about and write their own gifts of the head, hands, heart, and human connection on their handout. 

2. Have groups fill in each asset category. Tell the group, “Take the next 5 or 6 minutes as a group to write all the assets in 
that category that can be found in the defined boundaries that we just talked about.” “For the ‘Individuals’ asset 
category, participants don’t need to worry about naming every person in their neighborhood. Rather, have them focus 
on connector leaders after you share a little bit about what kind of leaders those people are.” 

3. Rotate the groups one last time. Each group should now arrive at the category where they started. Ask them to read 
what’s on the sheet and see what’s been added that wasn’t there 20 minutes ago. 

4. Ask a member of each group to read out the assets in their category. Have the group help with recategorizing assets as 
you go, and highlight that many assets appear in more than one area—for instance, correcting an asset labeled as an 
association to an institution. (This will feel long and redundant as a facilitator—stick with it. There is a cumulative effect 
of hearing all the strengths of one’s community for 20 minutes.) 

5. Ask for the group’s reactions once all the assets have been read and refined. “Most of the time, they’ll share some 
sense of amazement about community pride in their town. They’ll use words like ‘abundance’ and ‘overwhelmed with 
goodness,’ ‘opportunity,’ and that they started thinking of what they want for their community in terms of what they 
have, to get what they want for their community

Source: Institute of Museum and Library Science Toolkit
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